PUBLISHERS'    NOTE
the neighbourhood of the Emu Plains Agricultural Estab-
lishment, at which Rashleigh was employed. Convicts had
only gossip on which to found information, and it would be
intelligible for the chief magistrate to be described among
them as Chief Justice, if justice is assumed to refer to a
justice of the peace, and not to a position paralleling that
of the Lord Chief Justice.
The ship, the Magnet., in which Rashleigh was taken to
Australia, has been authenticated; the places in which he
was employed and in which he lived,, and the conditions
prevailing during his sojourn in them, are all correctly
described.
This was no work of an inventor of tales, but the labour
of love of the squatter who made this fair*- this very fair-
copy of the massed notes which he had written down as the
tale 'fell from the lips of the person, who was at once the
author, and in some sort the hero of the adventures therein
related, chiefly with a view to dissipate the ennui, and vary
the monotony, at times inseparable from the circumstances
of a life in the bush in Australia/
The diary is acknowledged to be one of the highest forms
of literature and the most interesting form of history.
Now come the diaries and personal records of the New
World, and on the heels of the records of Aloysius Horn
comes this diary-classic from the Antipodes, authentic as to
its origin and amazing for the picture it gives of the first
dark chapter of the genesis of Australia.